[bookmark: _GoBack]NAME: Marianne
DATE: 23/10/14
Tetsche’s Cartoon in STERN

WHAT HAPPENED?
The speech bubble reads: “boy – aren’t we lucky that the engine drivers keep going on strike.”
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Amusement. I liked the charming use of snails. But then I am not dependent on daily commuting by train.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The cartoon contains a piece of information that I was not aware of. It was kind of informative without giving any information on the frequency or indeed the reasons given for the strikes.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?




NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Asylopolitik

WHAT HAPPENED?
Explanation to English speakers:
Grey – being denied permanent residence
Black – pressure to leave
Red – deportations
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I was curious. Migration dominates discussions in Germany as well as in the UK.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The multiple boxes represent the individual German Lander which were more or less positioned geographically.
A comparison in numbers could be interesting if one happened to be a resident in one of them. The boxes tell a similar story.
The majority of asylum seekers appear to stay, with only a small percentage actually forced to leave the country.
One of the reasons given for the comparatively large size of the grey boxes is given in the headline: The situation in the asylum seeker’s home country may not be suitable for a return.
I don’t detect a bias. Policies seem to be liberal, while human rights activists will deplore the numbers in the red boxes.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Sechserpack

WHAT HAPPENED?
I flicked through the magazine DER SPIEGEL and was captivated by these 6 images. There was no headline and one needs to read the lines underneath to know what this is about.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Initially I felt attracted to the colours and shapes – thinking of modern art and/or of life forms in maritime biology. My feelings changed to some form of fear coupled with disgust when I realized what this visualisation was exactly about. 
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
I admired science for having made microscopic images such as these possible.
1. HIV
2. Tuberculosis
3. Malaria
4. Influenza
5. Cholera
6. Ebola-virus
I had to read closely which of these are responsible for most deaths. Some sort of a graph would have been helpful.
The number of ebola deaths so far is small in comparison with the other killer diseases, so I am wondering whether one of the intentions of this visualisation was to counter our tendency to panic at the appearance of this new scourge.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Wahlplakate von Parteichef Rosler 2013

WHAT HAPPENED?
I looked at the image before reading the caption underneath. For a split second I wondered whether they had got the photo the wrong way round.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Once I knew this was an election poster of someone in the German Liberal Party I clicked: the visualisation hints on the likelihood of the Liberal Party on its way to becoming irrelevant.
The vicinity of the rubbish bin on the left and the discarded boxes on the right plus the upside-down poster sends a very clear message.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
Realizing that the Lib Dem in this country have similar problems I came to the conclusion that the position in the middle between the Right and the Left is precarious in that the big parties tend to do it alone.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Palestine - map

WHAT HAPPENED?
I saw a map of the world and the word <Palestine>. And the statement that the British Parliament would like to see the British government recognizing a Palestinian state.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Curiosity and engagement
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
If 134 of the 193 member states of the UN have already done so I wanted to gain detailed info from the colour scheme.
Those states against (because of their unquestionable support for Israel) are coloured in red – possibly suggested by the use of red in the traffic lights. Red means: NO! The 3 grades of pale beige, yellow and brown are helpful in that differing approaches to the possible establishment of a Palestinian State are documented.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Burglars

WHAT HAPPENED?
My attention was arrested by the shady figure and the headline EINBRECHER (=BURGLARS)
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
The visualisation was confusing in that it tried to do too many things.
a) Methods used for a burglary
b) Value of goods stolen
c) Position of a flat in a building
d) Number of convictions in percentages compared to populations
e) Graphs indicating times of the year and times of the day when most burglaries happen.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The headline “Sie kommen am Tag” (they come during day time) was the only detail to interest me. Clearly this indicated that burglars try to break in when owners are away at work. I am not sure why there should be more burglaries during the winter months. The text explains that the info collected by the criminology research institute refers to just 5% cities/towns.
Conclusion: I don’t think this visualisation is worth the paper it’s written on.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Fairtrade

WHAT HAPPENED?
My attention was caught by the FAIRTRADE logo because I have tried to be a supporter for many years.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Confusion.
Shock when the visualisation made me aware of legally allowed corruption of fair trade products such as cocoa, cane sugar, tea and fruit juices. If 2/3 of non-fair trade products and 1/3 of fair trade products get mixed and then sold as mixtures under different labels I feel cheated.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The colour scheme confused me even further. Why did they give the traditional products the colour green and then the fair trade products the colour blue? And isn’t the colouring down-right misleading when one looks at the colouring of the FAIRTRADE logo?? The logo suggests colour wise that 2 thirds (i.e. the bigger half) are fair trade when the opposite is true. I am annoyed!
The German article mentions a book “The Fair Trade Scancal” and I remain angry, confused and sceptical.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Euphemisms ‘R’ us

WHAT HAPPENED?
Before studying the image I saw the headline and the author’s name. Since I have met Tony Augarde I was curious to read what he had to say.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I found the image puzzling. Clearly someone is prevented from SEEING, HEARING and SPEAKING. But whose hands are these? There are 4 altogether – 2 left ones and 2 right ones. Do they belong to strangers or to the self?
I am more familiar with the three monkeys sitting next to each other, each emphasizing one of the senses: “I haven’t heard” – “I haven’t seen”, “I haven’t spoken”. But while those point to the outsides this image points to the self.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
Having read the article about Newspeak and the most common euphemisms in common use (i.e. “collateral damage” for killing civilian bystanders) I believe the message to be: what we are prevented from grasping is the TRUTH.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
How to approach the work of William Morris

WHAT HAPPENED?
I was immediately attracted by this image, but it wasn’t until I saw the name William Morris that I began to grasp the message.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I felt delightful at the beauty of the patterns which gained specifically from the contrast with the dreary industrial landscape. I appreciate stark contrasts as well as imaginative digression from the reality. How could the smoke from factory chimneys, traditionally black and polluting, turn into sth so beautiful and inspiring?
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
William Morris was not only an artist (and the father of the “arts and crafts” movement) but also a political thinker, a socialist and an anarchist. He was quoted as saying: “How can we bear to use sth which has been a pain and a grief for the maker (i.e. the industrial worker) to make?”
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
The cat’s whiskers

WHAT HAPPENED?
Leafing through the latest BIG ISSUE I saw a map of the world with 11 bubbles containing text. I had to look hard and even read the accompanying article to get the message. The truth told: I had never heard of this book and its block buster success around the world. I have no contact with teenagers at present.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Pleasure at someone’s rise from drug addiction and homelessness to world success as a story teller. I’m not sure why 4 of the bubbles are darker than the rest. The inlets (photographs) didn’t do much for me.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
I believe the indicators on the map are supposed to be a cat’s paw. I would have welcomed more visual reference to the cat Bob.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Deutschlandkarte im Geniessen-Heft: Roggen vs. Weizen

WHAT HAPPENED?
I am always on the look-out for decent bread, so was interested in this illustration of preferences in different parts of Germany. I spent quite some time looking at this map because it didn’t provide answers to the questions I had.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I liked the use of jigsaw pieces delineating German regions. I also liked the colours in that they almost “smelled” like bread.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
I couldn’t make sense of the fact that the pie charts were incomplete and wondered what the missing percentage chunks would have been.
I learned that Southern regions prefer wheat (white bread) to rye (dark bread), but I knew this anyway.
The text told me that VOLLKORNBROT can consist of either wheat or rye which took me by surprise. I had always taken Vollkornbrot to be pure rye.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Deutschlandkarte: Namen mit >>von<<

WHAT HAPPENED?
Having first commented on the visualisation of distribution of types of bread in Germany I was amused to find a similar approach on the frequency of the prefix “von” next to names appearing in German phone books. It didn’t take me long to realize the concentration of such names is in the coast and in the South, i.e. in the old Federal Republic before unification.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
To begin with my curiosity was very low-key. Why should anyone bother to go through all the telephone directories to produce said dotted map I wondered.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
Then it occurred to me that this visualisation contains some historical information. The prefix “von” points to some connection with the (formerly) ruling classes. It is therefore not surprising that in the East (where we had 45 years of a government promoting a classless society) names with the prefix “von” should be rare. East Germans might have simply dropped the prefix or they might have moved to the West after World War II.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Datenlese

WHAT HAPPENED?
In the visualisation project’s first session we were confronted with examples on computer that invited us to click on designated areas for further information. That’s why I was keen to find similar examples for my diary. I found two such examples on SPIEGEL ONLINE under the heading DATENLESE (=Reading data)
The topic: Population changes between 1855 and 2030
The key: blue = growing population; beige = declining population
The task: a) run the animation non-stop; b) stop at any of the given years and use time to observe and reflect
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I felt curious. The newness of this visualization method had a certain appeal. Running the animation non-stop was so fast that I failed to receive information from what merely felt like a playful form of amusement at seeing areas on the map bulge and then deflate.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
I noticed the peak that was reached after continued growth in 2001 and wondered about the reasons for the noticeable decline since then. Without a detailed historical analysis the entertainment far outweighs the educational intention.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Wie viele Menschen sind offline?

WHAT HAPPENED?
This is a visualisation I found in DER SPIEGEL. My attention was caught by the headline: How many people are offline (i.e. without access to the internet)? I realized that the chart concentrated on just 20 states and that all of Europe was left out of this selection.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Although it was the different sizes of the blue bubbles that caught my eye initially I found the percentage figures in brackets far more interesting.
The USA with its 16% of its population being without access to the internet struck me as being a kind of control figure to the rest of the assembled states (most of whom have large populations in rural areas).
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The map can help to get a kind of first impression of the degree of development in today’s world. But the limitation to just 20 states (as well as the choice of the 20 states chosen) reduces the value of this kind of information.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Hassliches Genie

WHAT HAPPENED?
I flicked through DER SPIEGEL and came across this artificially constructed portrait of Mozart. I saw the headline “Ugly genius” and saw it juxtaposed with a brand of Salzburg chocolates that carry the familiar image of the composer.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I felt curious and put off by such an experiment when there are scores of sketches and portraits done by artists contemporary to Mozart. Apparently a new biography of the composer drawing from observations and comments of people who knew Mozart well had inspired the phantom image that we are looking at.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
I realized that this somewhat playful experiment would not in the least influence my admiration for and love of Mozart’s music. Is it fashionable to de-construct figures held in high esteem?
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Lecture series in [City 1]

WHAT HAPPENED?
I flicked through the catalogue of [University 1]’s Department for Continuing Education because I enjoy enrolling for lectures.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I felt joy at the variety on offer put together in this visualization in such an attractive and artistic manner. With the exception of the black and white cartoon on the left every single one might suggest an aspect of art history, but might on the other hand indicate subjects like history, Christianity, War Studies. So I was curious to read on and look at the details.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
This was beautiful to look at and easy to understand.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Have we Germans gone mad?

WHAT HAPPENED?
I looked at this advert and experienced anger and frustration because I didn’t understand it. My fault in a way, because people in Germany would recognize the letters RWE as being synonymous with a major electricity supplier: RHEINISCH-WESTPHALISCHES ELEKTRIZITATSWERK (I had to use a computer to find this out).
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I didn’t see why all these rope-pulling people would want to tear an object down which has as its motto: “our country moves ahead” (the implication being: ahead of others, too).
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
It says in the text that they are far from being mad in wanting to supply “clean”, “safe”, and “affordable” energy. That doesn’t say much about the sources. They did in fact start with nuclear energy (until Fukushima) & at one point had shares in Thames Water. They are not specifically “green”, but want to make profits.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Wissenschaft + Technik

WHAT HAPPENED?
I might have gone past this page had I not been caught by the sub-title MEHR SPIELE, WENIGER GEWALT (=more computer games, less violence) and the graph on the right chosen as “proof”.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
The photograph of a boy playing a violent computer game appeared harmless, certainly not very telling of the violent moves involved in those kind of games. But the graph was stunning in that it claims a connection between the rise of consumption of violent computer games and the simultaneous drop in violent actions by young people.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The graph is based on US figures. What is its relevance for other societies? Is there a hidden economic motive behind its publication? I found the interview with the professor of psychology rather like the product of someone sitting on the fence.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Befreien Sie jetzt Ihr Geld

WHAT HAPPENED?
I rarely look at advertisement but this one caught my eye because I like birds.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Initial joy at the bird’s flight from the cage through the open door soon gave way to disgust when I realized that this was not a living creature but an imitation made of metal. I found the different parts of its body oppressive and difficult to “read” apart from the figures on its wing.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
With this being an advertisement encouraging the readers to invest huge amounts of money with DEKA I lost interest. Investing money amounts to putting it in a different kind of cage. Perhaps the open door is meant to suggest that one can take out interest.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
No government has a mandate to allow the irreversible sale of our NHS

WHAT HAPPENED?
I saw this image in an anti-capitalist newspaper available for free at Oxfam’s One World Fair at the town hall in [City 1]. I do care about the NHS and immediately reacted emotionally to the gagged nurse.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I felt threatened on her and our behalf when I realized that she is visualized as a puppet on strings in the hand of a man representing the director or chairperson of an all-powerful corporation. I thought the design was meant to provoke anxiety and anger and fulfilled this purpose brilliantly.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
Although nurses (and doctors) working within the NHS are not prevented from speaking their minds the tape across this nurse’s mouth preventing her from speaking can be interpreted as the designer’s message: no matter what they say – their opinions do not count!
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Carbon Emissions

WHAT HAPPENED?
I looked at the latest CHRISTIAN AID magazine and found an article about CA’s decision to tackle climate change. In order to stress the urgency they included this visualisation.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
What looked like a colourful and attractive collection of tennis balls is in fact a long list of disasters threatening the world if we fail to get climate change under control.
I liked the arrangement of the 15 balls in the image of a snooker table, with the white cue ball at the bottom and the cue ready to hand. In pocketing the 15 red balls (i.e. the disastrous consequences of our carbon emissions) we will win the game for our future. But it didn’t quite work for me.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
I didn’t think the visualization made the most of the idea of a snooker game. It limited the snooker idea to the arrangement of the 15 balls + cue ball + cue. In order to pocket (i.e. get rid of the 15 disastrous consequences of our use of fossil fuels) the cue ball should have been inscripted with carbon-saving ideas. I didn’t think this had been thought through properly.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Stop Climate Change

WHAT HAPPENED?
I found this card at a stall dealing with the danger of climate change.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I felt confused.
a) Because the issue should concern everybody – so why single out a group of (presumably retired) older people?
b) The image did not make sense to me. Grandparents can and do in fact ride bicycles, but this granddad is in fact on a single wheel of the sort that one can see in circuses and with acrobats. And what is this grandfather touching? A Zimmer frame? A stove? I feel annoyed because of the lack of clarity.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
Did they single out grandparents to emphasize that this is an issue to affect future generations? Appealing to grandparents’ care for their children’s children? I did not like this at all.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Stop big corporations slicing up Africa

WHAT HAPPENED?
I went to the ONE WORLD FAIR that takes place in [City 1] every November and picked up this card at the stall of the World Development Movement.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I was immediately impressed with the way the caption and the image supplement each other. The African continent is visualised like a wedding cake with the hand holding the knife hovering above. Only here we’re dealing with not just one hand but three – with one of them belonging to a female.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
In 1884 European Imperialist Powers met in Berlin to decide who would go for which region in Africa to colonize & add to the white man’s possession. These rivalries were the deeper cause for the outbreak of World War I. Bearing this in mind I find it shocking to think that a different way of carving up a continent by global corporations is still going on. How it’s done is explained inside.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
How to listen to Allegri

WHAT HAPPENED?
I flicked through the BIG ISSUE and paused when I daw this colourful illustration and the word at the top: PAUSE.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
Pleasure and curiosity. The image struck me as abstract except for the treble clef – which in its turn led me to the pink ear on the left and its hearing and listening function.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
Without this stimulus (which I found attractive) I might not have bothered to read the article since I was not familiar with the composer Allegri. But I was pleased to learn sth new.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
The Towering Babel

WHAT HAPPENED?
I flicked through the BIG ISSUE and paused when I came to this page with the monument in the heroic style of Socialist realism typical of the Soviet Union.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I enjoyed the allusion to the Old Testament story of the Tower of Babel which was cleverly intended by the headline “The Towering Babel”.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
I had come across the writer Issac Babel before and was pleased to find that someone had decided to rescue him from oblivion. The cleaners around the statue made this obvious and the spider’s web behind the figure’s left arm emphasized the urgency. The last detail I noticed were the book and the pen – the writer’s tools. I deem this to be a first-class visualization.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Mental Health in meetings cluster

WHAT HAPPENED?
I saw this card at a Quaker Meeting House. I was attracted by the image, but had to turn the card over for the message.
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I saw a tree with branches formed by colourful dancing figures and an extra figure embracing the trunk. I felt a sense of light-hearted happiness and movement and of community. The figure at the bottom providing care for the group as a whole.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The visualization suggested togetherness of diverse individuals. Without the explanation on the back of the card I might have thought of a sports club or a ballet group. It is nice to think that the difficulties of mental health problems can make way to sth as joyful as this. But I found the details not relating directly to the image.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?





NAME: Marianne
DATE: 
Wer darf bleiben?

WHAT HAPPENED?
I had to look at this visualization for quite a long time to make sense of it. It is ambitious in its aim to inform the reader of the different stages asylum seekers have to get through before they can either be granted asylum or refugee status. In addition there is a list of the applicant’s countries of origin which I found difficult to assess. Anyone just interested in the general message will be guided by
a) The headline WER DARF BLEIBEN (=Who is allowed to remain in Germany)
b) The 2 red bubbles:
a. 38.5% travelled through another safe state before reaching Germany & should remain there
b. 32% of asylum seekers are refused asylum
c) The green bubbles:
a. Nearly 30% are categorised as refugees and only 1.7% are granted asylum
HOW DID YOU FEEL?
I was curious to know details of the legal procedures. I found the illustrations helpful and feel that the layout – reminiscent of children’s board games – was cleverly chosen. “Luda” springs to mind where pieces move along & are constantly in danger of being ousted.
WHAT DID YOU THINK OR LEARN?
The caption mentions a monthly figure of refugees reaching Germany every month. The figure is: 16000. I wonder about what happens to those not referred to in the red and green percentage bubbles.
ANYTHING ELSE TO ADD?




